
 

 

                                                    

 

 

June 9, 2020 

 

The Honorable Gavin Newsom 

Governor, State of California 

State Capitol 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

Senate President Pro Tempore Toni Atkins Assembly Speaker Anthony Rendon 

State Capitol, Room 205 State Capitol, Room 219 

Sacramento, CA 95814 Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

Senator Holly Mitchell Assemblymember Phil Ting 

Chair, Sen. Committee on Budget Chair, Assembly Committee on Budget 

& Fiscal Review State Capitol, Room 6026 

State Capitol, Room 5080 Sacramento, CA 95814              

Sacramento, CA 95814                                                  

  

Re: Budget Request for Homelessness 

 

Dear Governor Newsom, Pro Tem Atkins, Speaker Rendon, and Chairs Mitchell and Ting: 

 

We applaud the commitment of the Administration and Legislature to maintaining investments in 

solving California’s homelessness crisis, especially in these challenging and uncertain times.  As 

you begin final negotiations, the Big City Mayors Coalition urges you to adopt the following 

recommendations: 

 

● We support the Legislature’s proposal to include $350 million in state General Funds to 

local governments and urge you to retain this level of funding in the final budget. Given 

the acute nature of the crisis in our largest cities we request that a significant percentage 

of the funding – at a minimum aligned with HHAP allocations -- be dedicated to big 

cities. We have implemented an array of interventions to address our homelessness crisis, 

many of which are unfunded beyond the next year. An ongoing source of homelessness 



 

 

dollars is needed to ensure we are able to support investments of Coronavirus Relief 

Funds with services and operations, and that we are able to maintain the successful 

projects and programs implemented with one-time State resources over the last two years. 

 

● We support the Administration’s proposal to allocate $600 million in federal Coronavirus 

Relief Funds to cities and counties for homelessness interventions. We urge you to 

maintain that level of investment and include a broad scope of assets and eligible uses for 

that funding including: hotels and motels acquisition and/or rehabilitation of 

apartments/homes, adult residential facilities, manufactured housing, and land, as well as 

buying down debt on affordable housing projects to set-aside units for people 

experiencing homelessness, leases of vacant apartments or homes, and funds for 

operating facilities acquired with this funding as interim housing. 

 

Thank you for your consideration of these requests. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

The Big City Mayors Coalition 

 

 
 

Sam Liccardo 

Mayor, City of San José 

Chair of the Big City Mayors Coalition 

 

 


